
Review 

Jesus emerges from the 
desert, full of the spirit to 
begin his ministry. 

Calls his disciples, preaches 
the kingdom of God, casts out 
demons, and heals the sick. 

He becomes very popular. 



Review 

However, among the religious 
leaders, not so popular.   

Five conflict stories. 

Section ends at the Synagogue 
Capernaum with religious 
leaders plotting to kill him. 



Review 

In response to his rejection 
Jesus teaches in parables.  In 
particular the master parable of 
the Sower and the Seed. 

Jesus calls the twelve and 
initiates the New Israel.  
Crosses to Gentile territory. 
 



   REVIEW 

 Section ends with Jesus not 
accepted in the Synagogue of 
his home town. 



Commissioning of Twelve 

Also found in Matthew and Luke.  
However, these accounts refer to 
a historical context that is older 
than the one in Mark.  

The imagery is of the Passover. A 
new Exodus.  From slavery to 
freedom. 



The Identity of Jesus 

Most important factor in defining 
the mission. 

The reader knows he is the 
“Christ” the “Son of God.” 

Others: “the Holy one of God” 
“Teacher” “this man” “the 
carpenter” “Elijah” “John risen” 
 

 



Death of John 

Connects to the mission of the 
twelve in highlighting the risk 
involved in the preaching of 
repentance. 

Prepares the twelve for the death 
and burial of Jesus. 

Casual reading might seem like a 
reminiscence.  

 



Death of John 

Very little in the story stands 
up to close historical scrutiny.  

 

Mark is using it as a historical 
parable. (Fr. Eugene La Verdiere)   

 



There has been scholarly 
discussion concerning the 
story's literary form.  

Some see it as a legend, others 
as a piece of midrash, a type of 
traditional narrative 
commentary. 



Probable Sources  

The book of Esther and Midrash. 

In a Persian setting many of these 
details make sense.   

The parallels: the banquet scenes, 
the execution of Queen Vashti, and 
Esther relationship to King 
Ahasuerus.     

 



Fr. Eugene La Verdiere  

Taken in isolation, some of the 
parallels might be judged 
accidental, but not when they 
are taken together. Through a 
clever use of association and 
contrast, Mark dresses the 
history of John's death in the 
literary garb of the book of 
Esther and the Persian court. 
 



Story of Queen Vashti 

A banquet described similar to 
that described I Mark 6:21-22.  
King Ahasurerus asks Queen 
Vashti to “display her beauty” 
i.e. dance before his quests.  
She refuses. 



 In the Midrash on Esther 1:19, 
Memucan addresses King 
Ahasuerus as follows: "If it 
please the king, let there go 
forth a royal order . . . My lord 
the king, say but a word and I 
will bring in her head on a 
platter." 



what is Mark doing with this 
story?   

  In larger context of the mission 
of the Twelve, highlights the risk 
involved preaching repentance. 
John preached repentance and 
had been handed over and exe-
cuted.  Jesus also preached 
repentance, and he too would 
be handed over and executed.   



The handing over and 
execution of John 
announced not only that of 
Jesus but also that of his 
followers, who like Jesus 
were sent to preach 
repentance (6:12). 
 



Desert is meant to evoke that  
Exodus, when the people of Is-
rael were tested with hunger 
(Exod 16:3; Num 11:4-6; 21:4-5), 

We  begin to understand. The 
crowd would be nourished in a 
new and wonderful way that 
would reveal God's loving 
presence to his people. 
  



During the Exodus, God had 
given instructions to Moses that 
"the LORD'S community may not 
be like sheep without a 
shepherd" (Num 27:17). In the 
course of their history, Israel often 
would find itself shepherdless , and 
the Lord himself became a shepherd 
for them (see Exek 34:1-31; Psalm 23).  

  



Story of Elisha the prophet 
twenty loaves.  “They shall eat 
and there shall be some left 
over.” 
From the start, the Exodus 
story of the murmuring 
Israelites and the heavenly 
manna gives Mark’s story a lot 
of biblical resonance. 



Jesus ordered the people to 
recline by symposia – (Greek 
formal banquet) influenced the 
early Christian practices for 
breaking of the bread or 
Eucharist.  Contrast the 
Christian banquet and the 
starkness of the desert. 



Greek verb Eulogein  “to bless” 
and not Eucharistein “to give 
thanks” that is used in his second 
story of the breaking of the 
bread.  Beneath these Greek 
verbs lies single Hebrew verb 
“barak”, which includes both 
notions and shows how closely 
they were related.   
 



Signs and Wonders on the Sea 
• To nourish the crowd in the new 

Israel, the disciples had to accept a 
new vision.  

• Their mission would not be limited 
to the lost sheep of Israel.  

• Symbolically, they had to cross to 
the other shore.  

• For this, they had to abandon some 
of the traditions of the elders and 
come to a new understanding.  

 
 
 
 
 





Through the sea was your path; 
your way, through the mighty 
waters, though your footsteps 
were unseen. You led your 
people like a flock under the 
care of Moses and Aaron (Ps 
77:20-21). 



The vault of heaven I 
compassed alone, 
through the deep abyss I 
wandered. Over the waves of 
the sea, over all the land over 
every people and nation I held 
sway (Sir 24:5). 



He alone stretches out the 
heavens and treads upon the 
crests of the sea . . . Should he 
come near me, I see him not; 
should he pass by, I am not 
aware of him (Job 9:8-11).10 



Mark’s Gospel makes little or no 
effort to distinguish the two 
periods in our Christian origins. 
Rather, they interpenetrate one 
another. Accordingly, Jesus, as I 
AM, but not recognized as such, 
joins the disciples in the boat.  



Traditions, and the Word of God  
• Early Christians people of tradition, 

practices and beliefs that they handed 
on. 

• As they gradually welcomed Gentiles 
new traditions sprang forth from their 
new identity in Christ. 

• Jewish tradition so precious to many 
of them had to be set aside. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• This did not happen without 
a struggle. 

• The distinction between 
those who followed the 
tradition and those who did 
not gave rise to conflict in 
the community.  
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Mark 8:22 – 13:37 
 

Jesus and the Mission  
Of the twelve 


